
SCOPE OF PRACTICE

Purpose

This document defines the American Society of ExtraCorporeal Technology (AmSECT) Scope of Practice

for Clinical Perfusionist Professionals and specifies their role as members of the health care team, acting

in the best interest of the patient. The scope of practice is a “living” document that will evolve as

techniques and technology expand.

The scope of practice defined here describes the breadth of professional practices offered within the

Certified Clinical Perfusionist profession. Levels of education, experience, skill, and proficiency for the

activities identified within this scope of practice vary among providers. A Clinical Perfusionist does not

typically practice in all areas of the field. Individuals may only practice in areas in which they are

competent, based on their education, training, and experience. Nonetheless, Clinical Perfusionists may

expand their current level of expertise. Certain situations may necessitate that the Clinical Perfusionist

pursue additional education or training to develop their scope of practice.

The scope of practice statement does not supersede existing state licensure laws (when applicable) or

affect the interpretation or implementation of such laws. However, the scope of practice document may

serve as a model for the development or modification of licensure laws.

Clinical Perfusion is a dynamic and continuously evolving profession; listing specific areas within the

scope of practice does not exclude emerging practice areas. In certain instances, not explicitly identified

in this document, Clinical Perfusionists may perform services, subject to appropriate training and

competency validation, for the well-being of the individual(s) they are serving. In such instances, it is

both ethically and legally incumbent upon professionals to determine that they have the knowledge and

skills necessary to conduct such tasks; consider referencing local institutional policy and AmSECT

Standards and Guidelines for Perfusion Practice for guidance.

Definition of the Profession

The Certified Clinical Perfusionist (CCP) is a professional individual qualified by academic and clinical

education, professional credentialing, the American Board of Cardiovascular Perfusion (ABCP)

certification and state licensure if applicable to provide extracorporeal patient care services. The scope

of practice of the Clinical Perfusionist includes those procedures, acts, and processes permitted by law

that the clinical perfusionist has received didactic instruction, training, and clinical experience in which

they have demonstrated competency.

Scope of Practice of the Profession

1. Extracorporeal Support

a. Cardiopulmonary bypass for Adult, Pediatric, and Neonatal Patients

b. Cardiopulmonary bypass for congenital and acquired cardiovascular disorders

c. Extracorporeal circulatory support for renal, neurological, hepatic, abdominal, oncologic

and vascular surgery

d. Extracorporeal resuscitation (eCPR)



e. Extracorporeal circulation for support of failing respiratory and/or cardiac function (i.e.,

extracorporeal membrane oxygenation {ECMO})

f. Transportation of patients on extracorporeal supported devices

g. ECCO2R

h. Standby for high-risk procedures

2. Ancillary Clinical Functions

a. Myocardial preservation

b. Ultrafiltration/hemodialysis, apheresis, hemo-absorption

c. Anticoagulation and hemostasis monitoring, analysis, and intervention

d. Thermal regulation

e. Blood gas and blood chemistry monitoring, analysis, and intervention

f. Physiological monitoring, analysis, and intervention

g. Administration of blood components, pharmaceuticals, and anesthetic agents

h. Autotransfusion/blood salvaging after being appropriately processed

i. Platelet Gel Production

j. Non-Differentiated Progenitor Cell Harvest

k. Acute Normovolemic Hemodilution

l. Phlebotomy

m. Isolated limb/organ perfusion with or without delivery of chemotherapeutics, progenitor

cells, gene therapy vectors, etc.

n. Thermogenic and chemotherapeutic lavage

o. Organ Procurement/Transportation/Recovery or Rehabilitation (e.g., Exvivo)

p. Organ Preservation (e.g., Normothermic Regional Perfusion)

q. Thrombectomy

r. Dialysis

s. Surgical assistance

t. Electrophysiological analysis

u. Therapeutic Hyperthermia

v. Therapeutic Hypothermia

w. Intravascular membrane oxygenation

x. Therapeutic Plasma Exchange (TPE)

y. Exchange transfusion

z. Conduit harvesting (radial artery or vein)

aa. Infection control and aseptic technique

bb. Participate in resuscitation efforts (code) (e.g., ACLS/BLS certification)

3. Mechanical Circulatory Support Functions

a. Ventricular Assist Devices

b. Intra-aortic Balloon Counterpulsation

c. Temporary Pacemakers

d. External Counterpulsation

e. Periodic flow augmentation therapy

f. Transportation of patients on mechanical circulatory support devices



Appendix

See AmSECT Code of Ethics


